Memphis Blackhawks Membership Drive 2004


THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

· Fact:
Our inner-city communities are going through great social and economic strain.

· Fact:
Two-thirds of our single-parent homes have poverty-level incomes and are made

up of female adults with adolescent children.

· Fact:
Most of the prison system inmates are young men and boys from inner-city, 

single-parent homes.

· Fact:
Society, in general, has placed a low expectation of achievement on our 

inner-city boys.

Though these facts are tough to read, they are even harder for our young people to live through.  Without a helping hand, these hardships affect our young people's ability to develop the social, emotional and academic skills needed for them to become productive citizens.  The Memphis Blackhawks organization recognizes these needs and is committed to elevating our young people's self-esteem by mentoring them through our various programs.  

Established in 1993, the Memphis Blackhawks - comprised of members of the local aviation community and its supporters - has made its primary goal to target underpriviledged urban and inner-city youths who need positive role models in their lives.  By exposing these adolescents to all aspects of the aviation industry, we hope to introduce a discipline that promotes successful lifestyles and careers, to teach them the importance of consideration and appreciation of one's self and others, and to help them develop into tomorrow's leaders.

Many of our inner-city boys have grown up without a positive male figure in their lives.  The Memphis Blackhawks programs, in conjunction with Celebration of Life Church, are designed to build self- confidence, to mold and correct behavior, and to guide our young men in learning to be brothers to men of all races, creed and color.

In collaboration with the Celebration of Life Church and the City of Memphis, the Memphis Blackhawks has a Boyz-To-Men Program.  We are currently tutoring and mentoring twenty (20) young men in this after-school program.  Additional volunteers are needed to assist in:

· tutoring in math and reading,

· being guest speakers to teach the principles of success, and

· assisting in our aviation lab

Aviation has been instrumental in developing the fundamental skills required to be successful in today's dynamic and competitive society.  Our primary focus is "Building Tomorrow's Leaders".  

In helping us to achieve our goals, we are grateful for a 1973 C-172M Aircraft (Cessna 172) donation.  The aircraft has given us the opportunity to provide free flight training to our mentoring youths (male and female) and provide low-cost training to our members.

We have completed the annual inspection.  However, our dream of flight training currently has been blocked because the aircraft needs additional Communication and Navigational upgrades, requiring a substantial monetary investment.  Presently, there are limited funds for the upgrades.  We need your financial support.  Without your help, the upgrades are impossible.  Working together, we can make the upgrades and provide flight training and meet other goals.

Your unselfish generosity can help those young people who are less fortunate than you.  Your tax-deductible gift will make it possible for our young people to soar - and not only in their dreams.  Instead of singing "I believe I can fly", they will come to know they can actually fly!  Can we count on you to be a part of this effort?  Please be as generous as you can.

Join us today!  Only by working together can we make a difference in the lives of our inner-city youths.  It is truly people like you that make a difference.  If you are unable to take on additional responsibilities, please consider becoming a life member or sponsor.  We consistently strive to be efficient and cost-saving as we face increased expenses from inflation.  You don't have to give until it hurts.  We urge you to give until it feels good!

We critically need your generous giving to help us sustain the important work we have begun. Whatever you decide to give, please send it today.  Please come to the assistance of our young people and take a few moments to write your tax-deductible check.  We thank you, in advance, for your humanitarian interest and contributions.

Sincerely,

Operations officer

Note:  The Memphis Blackhawks is a tax-exempt organization and any donations may be tax deductible under IRS code 501 c (3).  

Mission Statement: to use aviation as a catalyst to "Build Tomorrow's Leaders"








